Water Safety Seminar Summary 

1) All open paddlers MUST sign in & out with the open paddling staff.

2) All paddlers MUST wear a properly fitted and zipped life jacket at all times.  The only exception to this rule applies to those members participating in the racing groups IF they are accompanied by their coach in the motorboat.

3) All children under the age of 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

4) It is forbidden to paddle through the sailboat moorings of the Venture sailing club.  To get to the western point, you must paddle either out and around the mooring area, or between it and the Venture’s docks.

5) Please be aware of the flag system used at the club.  A green flag indicates perfect conditions for paddling.  A yellow flag indicates caution due to poor weather conditions.  A red flag indicates weather conditions unsuitable for paddling, thus no members will be permitted to go on the water.

6) While on the water, periodically check the flag (at the club and on the patrol boat) as the weather may have required that we change the flag while you have been out on the water.  

7) Only during “green flag” conditions will we permit the more experienced paddlers to travel beyond either points of the bay.  Furthermore, for those wishing to leave the bay, they must sign a waiver indicating where they are going, what route they will be taking, and a rough estimate of their time of return.  

8) All paddlers must be back at the dock 15 minutes prior to the club closing for the night (30 minutes prior if you have been out of the bay).

9) Please take care of your equipment: Each boat must be carried by two people, empty and dry off boats after use, and return all equipment to its proper place.

10) Please respect the judgment and authority of the Open Paddling staff; we are there for your convenience and safety.

11) If you accidentally capsize, remember to stay with the boat.  This is for your own safety and to enable us to spot you more quickly.

If you have read and understood all of the rules and safety points, please print this form and give it to a member of the OP staff. Have a good summer!!
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